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1 . This international preliminary exarnination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary 
Exaniining Authority and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



2. 



This REPORT consists of a total of sheets, including this cover sheet. 

□ Tins report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings 
which have been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made 
before this Authority (see Rule 70. 16 and Section 607 of the AAninistrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of ^ sheets. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the report 



Non-establishment of report with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 
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I. Basis of the report 



1 . With regard to the elements of the international application:* 

the international application as originally filed. 

the description: 
pages 1-15 



pages NONE 



pages NONE 

the claims: 
pages 16-18 



as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 

filed with the letter of 



pages NONE 



pages NONE 



pages NONE 



as originally filed 

as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 
_, filed with the demand 
_, filed with the letter of 



the drawings: 
pages 1-15 



pages NONE 



pages NONE 



_^ as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 

filed with the letter of 



Q the sequence listing part of the description: 
pages NONE t as originally filed 



pages NONE 



pages NONE 



_, filed with the demand 
_, filed with the letter of 



With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item 
These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is* 

the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule23.1(b)) 
I — ( the language of publication of the international apphcation (under Rule 48 3(b)) 

□ 

the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examinationfunder Rules 
55.2 and/or 55.3). 

With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the internationai apphcation the 
uiternationaJ preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing- 

□ contained in the international apphcation in printed form 

□ 

filed together with the international apphcation in computer readable form 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form 

□ furnished subsequendy to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequendy furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond u> disclosure in the 
international apphcation as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listin J 
has been furnished. 1 

The amendments liave resulted in tlie cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages NONE 

□ die claims, Nos. NONE 

□ 

the drawings, sheets/fig NONE 

5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to eo 
beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

If ^ ft I™ to recei ™S Office in response to 'an invitation under .Article 14 are referred to in 

™aT1Z 0nginal ^ d annexed to tlusrepon since they do not contain cunendments (Rides 70A6anA70?i 
Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report 
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V. Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(400 with regard to novelty inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement apimwwuiy, 



1. STATEMENT 

Novelty (N) 



Claims NONE 



Claims 1-22 



Inventive Step (IS) 
Industrial Applicability (IA) 



Claims NONE 



Claims 1-22 



Claims 1-22 



Claims NONE 



_YES 
NO 



_YES 
NO 



_YES 
NO 



2. CITATIONS AND EXPLANATIONS 
Please See Continuation Sheet 
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Claims 1-5,6-8. and 10-22 lack novelty under PCT Article 33(2) as being anticipated by Walker et al. (5,794,207). 

a Uaos.ct.on debase coupled to the server for storing information regarding transactions L arei'xecuted through the Sy stem (FIG 

^esySem^^ 

^^^atacdcTS SSEiSE" ^ S T 3 72" ° f *" *■ ««*■"— sto - d - ^ 

dafcbase^r^ 

, h*,, • ^ • Hap ? Ke r 10 Claim 7l WaUcer teaches wherein * e ^change module includes: 
a data mput interface for inputtmg sale offers and purchase inquiries into the system- 
a search interface for searching the infonnadon stored in the transaction database- and 

In response to clmm 10, Walker teaches wherein the data input interface hxludes 

a product selection screen for selecting a type of steel product to be bought or sold through the system- 

; gag; „*c„ g. mMn „ a ^J^. Jgggg; . Hi ... 
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A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER 
XPCO) :G06F 17/60 
US CL :705/26. 37 

According to International Patent Classification (IPC) or to both national classification and IPC 



B. FIELDS SEARCHED 



i searched (classification system followed by classification symbols) 



U.S. : 705/26.37 



Documentation searched other than rninjmurn documentation to the extent that such documents are included in the fields searched 



Electronic data base consulted during the international search (name of data base and, where practicable, search terms used) 
STN; DIALOG 

terms searched: product, service, offer, exchange, steel, buyer, seller, database, transaction 



C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category* 



Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 



Relevant to claim N 



Y,E 



US 6,141,653 A (CONKLIN et al.) 31 October 2000, Abstract; col. 
13, lines 66-67; col. 14, lines 1-67; col. 15, lines 1-33; col. 17, 
lines 14-67; col. 18, lines 1-37; col. 19, lines 14-67; col. 20, lines 
1-48; col. 23, lines 42-67; col. 26, lines 53-64; col. 33, lines 7-27; 
fig. Ik [214]; fig. lg [50, 54, 58, 68, 70, 78]; fig. 2a [16cf, 16af]; 
fig. 5a [2!0s, 222, 225, 2?L, 08] 

US 5,794,207 A (WALKER et al.) 11 August 1998, Abstract, col. 
8, line 27 - col. 11, line 3. 

US 5,862,223 A (WALKER et al.) 19 January 199?, Abstract; fig. 
1 [400, 500, 200]; fig. 2 [200, 245]; col. 6, line 56 - col. 11, line 
56. 



1-22 



1-22 



1-22 



| x| Further documents are listed in the continuation of Box C. j j See patent family annex. 


* Special categories of cited documents: "T" later document published after the mtenmxoaal filing date or priority 

date and not in conflict with the application but cited to understand the 
"A" document defining the general state of die art which is not considered principle or theory underlying the invention 
to be of particular relevance 

„_. ^. . , . . . , . . . , _.. . "X" doenroeni of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be 

•E- earto document published on or after the tmemauotuJ filing dair comidc^ novdorc^^ 

"L" document which may throw doubts on priority claim**) or which is when dnaimrnt is taken alone 1 
cited to establish the publication date of another citation or other 

special reason (as specified) * Y " rtortimrm of particular relevance: the claimed invention cannot be 

considered to involve an inventive step when the document is 
"O" rt^npfn referring to an oral disclosure, use. cthihmon or other combined with one or more other such document*, such combination 
means being obvious to a person skilled in the art 

"P" document published prior to the international filing date but later than *&* documeni rncmbcx of tire tame patent family 
the priority date claimed 


Date of the actual completion of the international search 
07 DECEMBER 2000 


Date of mailing of the international search report 

1 2 JAN 2001 


Name and mailing address of the ISA/US 
Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Box PCT 

Washington, D.C. 20231 
Facsimile No. (703) 305-3230 


Authorized officer ^ ~m m 
Telephone No. (703) 305-3900 
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C (Continual! n). DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 




Categ ry* 


Citaii n f document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 


Relevant to claim N . 




Y,P 


US 5,970,475 A (BARNES et al.) 19 October 1999, Abstract; fig. 
1 [16, 12, 14J; col. 3 line 5 - col. 4, line 26 


1-22 




Y.P 


US 6,Q£8,379 A (ODOM et al.) 02 May 2000, Abstract; fig. 1 
[100, 110, 170]; col. 2, line 29 - col. 3, line 60; col. 4. lines 15- 
67; col. 5, line 1 - col. 10, line 35. 


1-22 




Y 


US 5,835,896 A (FISHER et al.) 10 November 1998, Abstract; 
col. 2, lines 10-67; col. 4, lines 32-67; col. 5, lines 1-27; col. 6, 
line 4 - col. 9, line 47. 


1-22 




Y 


US 5,799,284 A (BOURQUIN) 25 August 1998. Abstract; col. 2, 
lines 40-59; col. 3, line 42 - col. 6, line 15. 


1-22 
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Supplemental Box 

(To h& used when the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient) 



prcxduct to be bought or sold through the system (abstract and FIG 5 & 9). 

In response to claim 12, Walker teaches an address book from which the 
plurality of buyers and sellers that are to receive the direct communication can be selected (col 10, lines 57-67). 

A . , resp ° nse to clakn l3 ' WaUcer wherein the data input interface further includes a loading dock display screen that 

displays a listing of the selected products and the selected product specifications that have been input into the system for a particular 
buyer or seller (FIGs 5-12). v 

, ^ es P onse to Claim 14 ' Walker teaxhss wherein the server is a web server, and the data communication network is tke 
internet (col 12, lmes 8-21). 

In response to claim 15, Walker teaches wherein the dynamic transaction filters include a dynamic transaction filter Tor 
limiting, by specific buyer or seller, which buyers or sellers can access a particular offer or inquiry ((FIG 10, item 1020) 

In response to claim 1 6, Walker teaches wherein the dynamic transaction filters include a oynamic transaction filter for 
29^4) g ' SPCCifiC Cl3SS ° f bUyer ° F SeUer ' WhiCh ClaSS6S ° f bUyCrS ° r SeUerS 0311 aCC6SS a P^ 111 ^ offer or inquiry (col. 19, lines 

In response to claim 17,18. and 19, Walker teaches wherein the specific class of buyer or seller relates to the geographic 
location of the buyer or seller. Databases 255 and 260 contain address information of the buyer and seller and the other (ktabas^s in 

2 ™ neci P roflle formation concerning profiles and preference of the buyers and sellers. Since it is old and well known in the art 
to use locauon and profiles as discriminator when matching buyers with sellers, Walker could include these o^criminators if so 
desired. 

In response to claim 20, Walker discloses an on-line system for buying and selling a particular type of commodity 
coxnjprising * 

an exchange module for inputting offers to sell the commodity into the system and for mputtmg inquiries to buy the 
commodity into the system; ^ H y ""^ 

a transaction database for storing the offers and inquiries, and for storing any completed transactions between a plurality of 
buyeors and sellers (see response to claim 1 and FIGs 5-10); and ™ rc uup lU rauuyoi 

a practice field module for enabling the plurality of buyers and sellers to practice inputting offers and inquiries into the 
system and completing transactions (see response to claim 4). 

*u ^ reSp ° nse to ^ laim 2 1 • Walker tea^ wherein the commodity is steel. Walker does not limit the comity that can be sold 
with, the system and can therefore include the sale of Steel. 

In response to claim 22, Walker teaches a commodity exchange system, comprising: 

an exchange module for inputting offers and inquiries into the system and for negotiating the purchase and sale of a 
particular commodity; r 
a transaction database for storing the offers and inquiries; and 

a plurality of dynamic transaction filters for controlling the commercial terms and conditions of sale associated with the 
offers and inquiries input mto the system (FIG 2 and see response to claims 15-19) 

Claim 5 lacks an inventive step under PCT Article 33(3) as being obvious over Walker in view of Bourquin (5 799 28<=» 
. . _ , Ja ' eSp , OUS f.!° 5 ' Wa ^ er „ teaches °* *»***y insider module for storing and presenting htfomiation regarding me steel 
SSSm P r1 l * SeUerS - WalkBr te8CheS a SyStem ° f online transactiL and off ering information 

n^^T S ^ H o 1,111 ^ ^J^BaHy mention a separate module for storing and presenting information about a 
particular product or mdustey Bourquin teaches a system for logging onto a server and publishing information about a particular 

hr^ IV,Ce - k u °u VK,US 10 S erS ° n ° f ° rdinary skfll ^ *e art of include in Walker the MonnationpubliLu; system as 

It ™,Mrr th \ bUyer ne6d 10 ° btam mf0nDa,ion about a Product and if the information is not avLbleTme^Tte 

buyer would be forced to leave the site to retain the information required to complete the buying process 

l„ r^on^'f lm . 9 ^^^f^e step under PCT Article 33(3) as being obvious over Walker in view of Fisher et al. (5,835,896) 
^hfen^^r 1 r ' T C '; r t , tea ? es Whe / em ^ in,erface includes * graphical product selection screen that displays a 
f^t^t* f ? ^ ^ ° f S f 1 pr0dUCtS ^ 0811 be 01 501(1 astern Walker teaches d£ 

f of information about a plurality of products, but does not specifically mention displaying a graphical image. Fisher 

r^^T 1 ^ t XtU f T d ^Sf^°nnationfrom ahost to a display (col 3. lines 1-17) Ittvould be obvious^ apeSon. of 
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